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Abstract: This article is based on fieldwork in Nanba, a town within the disaster zone of the May 12, 2008, Sichuan earthquake. The town has been reconstructed with the guidance of the national government. Such urbanization, undertaken in accord with a national vision, differs from urbanization through local initiative. This article analyzes the characteristics of the top-down form of urbanization triggered by post-disaster reconstruction and explores the interactions between local residents and the government project that is their town. Over time, local people adjust to and adapt for their own use the spaces created by the nation’s project to reconstruct and urbanize towns in the disaster zone.
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	“The earthquake moved my hometown ahead at least fifty years” is how one resident of Nanba summed up reconstruction efforts in July 2012, when I arrived there for the first time (first-person references in this article refer to the first author). Nanba had been rebuilt less than a year earlier. I saw a well designed community, its straight paved streets lined with densely packed rows of three-story buildings on both sides. The government’s plans had produced buildings that looked exactly the same: white walls reaching to the eaves at the four corners and roofs covered with the same gray glazed tile. Just as in other ordinary cities, street lamps stood every fifteen meters on both sides of the main street, waste and recycling bins painted green and yellow positioned below them. Unlike other Chinese cities, Nanba featured a new public square with memorials and a little museum to commemorate the earthquake at its center. Next to the museum, facilities for exercise and leisure had been built; all of them seemed brand new and barely used.  
Nanba was among the towns most seriously damaged by the May 12, 2008, Sichuan earthquake. In the years after the disaster, it was carefully designed and reconstructed. However, as anthropologists have demonstrated, disasters are complex phenomena, and their complexity is reflected in the process of disaster reconstruction (Oliver-Smith 2013). Scholars often approach post-disaster reconstruction as a process of material transfers rather than as a process of social reconstitution. My own first impressions of Nanba were shaped by the material reconstruction work—this impressively uniform but rather lifeless urbanized space. To understand and assess the reconstruction efforts in Nanba, however, we must also investigate the social reconstitution of the community. 
Anthropologists who have studied devastated communities offer models for approaching this work. In the ethnography A Poison Stronger Than Love: The Destruction of an Ojibwa Community, Shkilnyk shows that government intervention in communities suffering from disasters, even if well intended, can lead to a range of personal and social costs, including physical and mental illness and family breakdown. In Everything in Its Path: Destruction of Community in the Buffalo Creek Flood, Erikson demonstrates though a study of a mining community destroyed by a collapsed reservoir that trauma can manifest in the loss or transformation of community ethics, as well as in individual pyschological problems. The maintenance of community culture and community public life, he argues, is the only way to maintain a place as a healthy habitat for humanity (Erikson 1978). These works inspire my own research into social reconstitution after a severe disaster. They prompt me to investigate how the community of Nanba was reconstituted after the earthquake in the context of a massive, state-directed, reconstruction project. How did the people of Nanba adapt to their new environment?
The role of government or nation in the process of disaster relief and reconstruction is particularly interesting in China. In many parts of the world, disaster relief only recently came to be considered a responsibility of the state. In the United States, for example, a formal role was only outlined in the Federal Disaster Relief Act, passed by Congress in 1950 (Platt 1999). The Japanese government reevaluated and expanded its role in disaster relief in 1998, when the Diet passed a law to guide disaster reconstruction and to provide government aid for diasater victims to help them rebuild their lives (Miyamoto 2008). Most national governments recognize an obligation to help with disaster relief. However, in the case of post-disaster reconstruction, most national governments still play a supportive rather than central role. In contrast, Chinese statecraft has long charged the central government with responsibility for disaster relief and post-disaster reconstruction. When necessary, the bureaucracy must be ready to take full control of relief work (Will 1980 [2003]). After the 2008 Sichuan earthquake, the Chinese government immediately took control of disaster relief and then dominated post-disaster reconstruction as the primary actor. In this article, I describe the top-down, government-dominated process of reconstruction and analyze the effects of the government’s plan to urbanize Nanba.
Urbanization is a kind of social change, and, under normal circumstances, it occurs gradually as a result of changes in rural productivity, income levels and structure, and peoples’ lifestyles and ways of thinking, among other factors (Zhou 1996). In China, rural urbanization resulted from such policies as the 1980s reform and opening in the economic sphere and the relaxation of the hukou system, which contributed to rapid industrialization (Wang 2005). Urbanization narrows the economic and cultural gap between urban and rural areas. For Nanba, however, urbanization after the disaster has not been a gradual process but rather a sudden disruption and complete break in the process of social change. In the post-disaster period, the government rebuilt Nanba as a model urbanized town. This article explores the results of this special urbanization by national plan, which is quite different from urbanization in other areas of China. 
My study is based on participant observation and 32 intensive interviews over two months of fieldwork in Nanba in 2012 and 2014. During my 2012 stay in Nanba, I lived in a guesthouse at first and then moved into an informant’s home in order to immerse myself in the daily life of local residents. I visited almost every shop in the township and spoke with informants in both the township and surrounding villages. My interviewees included government officials, residents who lost their families during the disaster, and people who had special experiences during the earthquake. 
Nanba and its devastation in 2008
Nanba town is located in the southeast part of Pingwu County, Sichuan province. It lies at the intersection of two major roads and the junction of the Fujiang and Shikan rivers. Nanba’s history is long; in the Southern Song period (1127-1279 CE), it was an important county seat. Currently, Nanba’s administrative area is 326 square kilometers. Including the town itself and the 26 administrative villages under its jurisdiction, the population totals 23,500. Nanba is the second largest district in Pingwu County. It has one middle school, three central primary schools, two kindergartens, and one health center. 
Mineral resources are abundant. There are large reserves of manganese ore and quartz ore, making Nanba an important industrial base in Pingwu. The main crops are corn, rice, wheat, and potatoes. Other agricultural products include walnuts, silk, and ginkgo biloba. Before the 2008 earthquake, Nanba served as an economic and commercial center because of its convenient transportation and rich agricultural products and mineral resources. Manganese mining and processing for manganese powder is the dominant industry. Nanba is surrounded by mountains, and arable land is scarce. Government policies mandating the return of farmland to forest have reduced income from agricultural production in recent decades; income from commerce has increased proportionally.
The development of industry, commercial crops, and trade indicates that by 2008 Nanba was already urbanizing. Interviews reveal that before the earthquake the typical resident of Nanba lived in a wooden structure with a small courtyard. Public infrastructure was minimal, with no streetlights or waste bins. The township was transforming gradually from an agricultural market center to a commercial and business center. Residents of Nanba lived a leisurely, somewhat isolated life. On May 12, 2008, however, a massive earthquake destroyed everything. Nanba was one of the most severely affected areas: 1,343 people died. Almost all houses were damaged. Shops and offices collapsed and were inundated in mudslides. Nanba became a veritable ruin.
The government’s plan and the plan’s impact
The government took the lead in Nanba’s post-disaster reconstruction. Pingwu county officials invited the Urban Planning and Design Institute of Chongqing University to create a plan for the reconstruction and development of Nanba. The project proposal, “Reconstruction Plan for Nanba (2008-2015),” identified targets for Nanba reconstruction: to develop the town as a place of historical interest and as a trade center in southeast Pingwu. Economic development would be based on agroforestry and industry, taking advantage of the rich mineral resources. The Nanba region as a whole would speed up industrial development, while the township would focus on the development of cultural tourism, increase the intensity of urban construction, improve urban planning, and develop commercial agriculture, especially the production of walnuts. The national government assigned a partner city to support Nanba’s reconstruction: Tangshan, in eastern China’s Hebei Province. Tangshan was given full responsibility for the reconstruction work in Nanba, including the creation of the construction plan and the implementation of the project.
The national government’s expectation for the form that Nanba’s urbanization should take is very clear: a wholly new tourist town was to be created at the same time that existing resources would be exploited to develop an industrial center. Eventually Nanba would have a prosperous market economy. Following this plan, Nanba would soon show the characteristics of a city. In fact, four years after the earthquake, Nanba seemed to be what the plan had intended it to be. In 2012, the built environment seemed advanced and full of modern flavor. It was no wonder that a local resident would make a statement like the one with which this article begins.
In accord with the government’s plan, Nanba is clearly divided into different functional zones: residential areas, commercial areas, and communal spaces such as the public square and “Sightseeing Avenue.” The residential area has apartment blocks arranged in order, with green spaces around every building. The commercial area is full of shops constructed to look like buildings from centuries past, with a pedestrian-only shopping street about 500 meters long. The public square covers an area of about 1200 square meters, with an space for outdoor fitness equipment. The sightseeing road extends along the river, and the new asphalt road leading to the outside world is flat and neat. All of these features combine to make Nanba seem a model of “new rural construction,” in which towns and villages are urbanized. Traditional Chinese rural landscapes have no place in reconstructed Nanba.
The transformation of private space
Changes in private living space have the most significant impact on the daily lives of the residents of Nanba. Before the earthquake most families still lived in one-story wooden houses with small yards, although some wealthier families had constructed two- or three-story buildings. Residents viewed buildings with multiple stories as symbols of modernization and marks of a better life, while wooden houses were symbols of tradition and poverty. 
Most Nanba families before the earthquake lived in bugalows with small enclosed courtyards, with yards nearby where they kept poultry and other livestock and where they constructed their outdoor toilets and storage sheds. Some families planted fruit trees or corn in the yard. Most people lived in nuclear families. After they married, sons would usually move out of their parents’ houses and build their own. Some married children continued to live with their parents. In that case the open courtyard bungalows would provide relatively independent spaces for parents and married children, allowing them to “live together, but not cook together.” 
In the government’s reconstruction plan, all of the residential buildings in Nanba were designed as three-story structures with the same style and color of roof tiles, doors, and windows. Many residents said in interviews that they believed that the post-disaster housing is certainly more advanced and convenient than before. However, the changes in living space are not universally accepted by local residents. Some believe that the new residential housing has increased the cost of living. There is no yard in which to raise poultry or plant vegetables anymore, so residents need to buy food from the market. Because natural gas pipelines have not been opened since the disaster, residents can only use bottled coal gas for cooking, which is much more expensive than before. 
The changes in style of housing have also affected family relationships, which is mainly reflected in the allocation of living space. Because the new houses are expensive, family members often needed to pool their resources to build a house. Parents often used their own government grants to subsidize their children and then moved in with them. Thus, most nuclear families changed into expanded families. Families that had already shared space among several generations also experienced change after moving from open courtyard housing to the more confined three-story houses. The narrowed living space intensified intergenerational relationships.
The appearance of public spaces
The construction, design, and management of public spaces play a crucial role in the development of a city. Public spaces include public squares, parking lots, shopping malls, public facilities, and other non-private space. More broadly, the public domain includes such spaces, as well as public organizations and activities. In the process of reconstruction, Nanba started to have public spaces, which had not been clearly demarcated before. After reconstruction, Nanba had a more complete urban infrastructure, with a business district, a parking lot, a pedestrian shopping street, sightseeing avenue, and public square. All of these facilities are new to the people of Nanba and are considered the sign of “modern” development and “advanced” culture. 
Generally, the public domain in the city is a functional area, formed in response to the needs of urban residents. This is not the case in Nanba: the public domain appeared suddenly as a result of the government’s post-earthquake reconstruction project. Because of this, the relationship between residents and the public domain in Nanba does not resemble that found in cities. In Nanba, some public facilities have never been used. The streetlamps are an example. My first night in Nanba, I went out for a walk accompanied by a local informant. Everything there seemed quiet and beautiful, just like an ordinary rural area. I did not strike me until I had almost returned to my guesthouse that the whole town was in darkness and the well-designed streetlamps seen in the daytime did not work. “No streetlamp is needed here. Unlike your city with nightlife, people here watch TV or play mahjong at 7:00 or 8:00 at night, and no one goes out, so the streetlamps are useless,” my informant explained. For the local government, functioning streetlamps require large, unnecessary, expenditures on electricity and maintenance costs. Likewise, when I first arrived in Nanba in 2012, the public square was always empty. Because of the series of earthquake memorials built in the square, most local residents considered the square more as a place to commemorate the tremendous disaster than as a social space. 
Not all new public facilities are useless, however. The public spaces in Nanba are clean and tidy and the waste and recycle bins along roads have been fully utilized. After the earthquake, Nanba has been constructed as a city, and domestic waste has been disposed of properly. In particular, after construction helpers from Hebei Province donated a waste collection vehicle, the local government invested in a landfill in a remote place to manage waste centrally. Local residents strongly welcome such new things as the waste collection vehicle and waste bins. Discussing people’s sense of public health, my informant said, “I think that our town is much cleaner after the earthquake, because the state has planned our town properly, so no one will dump waste on such a beautiful new street, and we have learned from the earthquake that bad hygiene can affect people’s health, since we were afraid of the spread of plague then. Today, all people are paying attention to this.” 
Construction of the public domain is central to the government’s vision of urbanization. The government’s intention in reconstruction work was to build this small town into an ideal city: the advanced infrastructure created an urbanized living environment for local residents. For local residents, however, whereas this leapfrog development has brought a modern, advanced feel, this does not mean that they are easily integrated into this “strange” urban environment. 
Local industrial restructuring
“Urbanization” has many measures, such as the proportion of the population engaged in agriculture and various lifestyle changes. However, the most essential criterion is a shift in the production pattern from one focused on agriculture to a more advanced and efficient one. “The change in production pattern is the radical driver of the birth of cities and rapid urbanization” (Wang 2005, 101). The post-disaster reconstruction plan for Nanba specifically proposed the development of specialized commercial agriculture, intensive industry, and tourism. These three industries are characteristic of the urbanization process, and, if successful, will certainly promote regional economic development and urbanization.
As noted above, industry and commercial agriculture already had reached a certain scale in Nanba before the earthquake, developing slowly and drawing on the resources provided by the natural environment and local initiative. There was no systematic government planning. After the earthquake, comprehensive development plans were drawn up for industry and tourism, including designs for an industrial zone and building codes to produce a uniform cityscape evocative of the distant past. The process of state planning has set in motion industrial restructuring and tourism development in Nanba. The town seems completely transformed. Still unknown, however, is whether Nanba will adapt to the state-dominated regional industrial restructuring and how its residents will face such a sudden change in the pattern of production.
Before the earthquake, Nanba already had established the Nanba Industrial Park, one of a few industrial parks in Pingwu County. This facility had attracted attention throughout the county and in the nearby industrial city of Mianyang. By 2008, twelve enterprises had located in its Shikan Industrial Zone. All but three of these enterprises closed after the earthquake, and the town government shut down the Shikan Industrial Zone, replacing it with two new ones—Wenjiaba and Tongziliang Industrial Zones. The three enterprises that stayed in Nanba after the earthquake moved into the Wenjiaba Industrial Zone. These are the Nanba Metallurgical Plant of the Sichuan Hanyuan Manganese Ore Industry Co., Ltd.; Hongjian Wood Co., Ltd.; and Pingwu Manganese Industry (Group) Co., Ltd. The Tongziliang Industrial Zone has not begun to solicit investors but is intended for processing of commercial farm products.
Although well planned, these industrial zones have faced many practical problems since the earthquake. First, local enterprises devastated by the earthquake are recovering slowly and badly need government assistance. However, due to the shortage of government aid, no timely and effective support has been available, deepening the conflict between enterprises and the government and resulting in the underdevelopment of the industrial park. For example, Pingwu Manganese Industry (Group) Co., Ltd., has been unable to obtain a loan from the government and its new plant has not yet broken ground. Second, conflicts between enterprises and residents are common. The plans for the new industrial zones have shut down the Shikan Industrial Zone, and many local residents face unemployment. The acquisition of land for new industrial zone construction has led to grievances among residents of those districts. Third, all enterprises in the industrial zones feature high consumption of natural resources and pollution, with consequences such as an unsound mix of industry, unbalanced development, environmental pollution, and higher social costs. To date, there are still many problems in the construction of the industrial zones in Nanba, and several companies have not entered the regular production stage.
Tourism planning is a new initiative in Nanba since the earthquake. The local government has promoted the idea of a tourism brand featuring the culture of the Three Kingdoms era (220 – 280 CE), with a market town constructed in an old architectural style, orderly streets, and comprehensive tourism infrastructure. The government plans to attract visitors with this brand and related attractions. However, this idea has not been fully realized. Many attractions have not been completed, construction suspended due to the lack of subsequent investment. Some attractions that have opened have not functioned as expected. The number of tourists who visit Nanba is small and their spending is minimal, and so the town has not received much return on tourism.
Industry and tourism are the main drivers of the government’s plan for Nanba’s urbanization. The government intends that local residents need no longer rely on agricultural production and will have a higher standard of living through the development of these two industries. The goal is rapid rural urbanization throughout the region. However, the industrial restructuring after the earthquake has been produced entirely by state planning, which has failed to fully take into account local conditions due to the lack of experience of the local government. For Nanba, there is still a long way to go, and government-planned industrial restructuring must be adapted to local conditions to be truly effective.
The government’s version of urbanization is the urbanization of objects. An urbanized environment and modernized infrastructure present the expectation or illusion that reconstruction work has been successful. Although urbanization has not yet been achieved to the extent that the government intended, we must grant that in Nanba urbanization has become an irreversible phenomenon. The new infrastructure, urbanized public spaces, and transformed industry that the government has created has accelerated the urbanization of Nanba’s residents. On their side, they have actively adapted the post-disaster urbanized living environment. Furthermore, through constant adaptation and adjustment, they affect and reshape local urbanization.
The people’s urbanization: adaption and adjustment
As noted above, agriculture was not the main source of income in Nanba even before the earthquake; the local manganese industry provided jobs for local residents and also attracted many migrants. Nanba was already in the early stages of urbanization at that time, but the pace of social change was slower and more natural. Thus, people’s lifestyle matched their living environment. After reconstruction, however, their living environment—including public infrastructure, residential structures, and possible modes of livelihood—was suddenly transformed. From the perspective of residents, although the changes turned their community into a perfect urban setting, they still needed a long time to fit their lives into it. In this process of adaptation, people’s behavior influenced the path of urbanization. To correspond with the section above, this one will examine three aspects of the role of the people in the urbanization process: adjustment of private lives, utilization of public space, and changes in livelihood strategy.
Adjustment of private lives 
After reconstruction, housing in Nanba can be characterized as completely modern. Residents live in buildings without yards, and all of the activities of daily life need to be done indoors. This kind of lifestyle is taken for granted in the city, but the people of Nanba needed to go through a process of adaptation. Although most of the residents think their homes are more modern and lavish than their former dwellings, they had difficulty adapting to a life confined inside a building. After two years of reconstruction, in 2011 people in Nanba began to adapt their houses. These adaptations were mostly for two reasons: local people could not fully accept the idea of living in enclosed spaces and the costs associated with that kind of living were higher than they were accustomed to. 
One interesting case from my survey offers an example of the types of adjustments made in the new residences: A resident of Houping village, near the center of the town, built her own three-story house in the first three years after the earthquake. The woman, surnamed Tang, puts a high priority on order and cleanliness, and, because her new house is a sealed structure, it met her needs well. However, even though her residence has a complete sewer system, Tang cannot tolerate having a toilet inside the house. Therefore, she disabled the toilet inside the house and established a new one on a small piece of land outside the house. “How can people use the toilet indoors? It’s so dirty and smelly,” Tang remarked. Other people agreed that a closed residence is “a little suffocating,” and said that they missed having a yard in which to do some of their daily activities. 
An even more significant problem of enclosed houses for Nanba residents is the high cost of living associated with them. Without yards in which to grow vegetables and fruit and raise livestock, they have to buy all their food from the local market. The cost of electricity and gas has also increased significantly since the earthquake. Two years after the reconstruction project was completed, the government gradually loosened up regulations on self-built housing. People in Nanba began to build small yards in back of their residences to grow corn or fruit trees. They also built pigpens and chicken coops in their yards. Furthermore, more and more people built traditional toilets in their yards, although not for the same reason Tang gave for hers. They use the toilets and pigpens to supply biogas digesters and thereby solve the problem of the high cost of energy needed for household chores and daily life in general.
The rise of online shopping is another way in which Nanba residents have adapted to the effects of urbanization on their private lives. During the reconstruction work, every residence in the township of Nanba was connected to an optical network, and many people bought computers. After the disaster, the service zone of the postal EMS was extended to the township, and another five or six home-delivery companies include it in their distribution range. Online shopping gained popularity initially among young females, who used it to purchase daily goods such as clothes, baby products, and cosmetics. In the years since 2008, online shopping has become increasingly common; in addition to items of daily use, residents also buy durable goods such as washing machines and refrigerators online. Local stores stock these items, but products available locally generally lack advanced features and are more expensive. 
Other changes in private life associated with urbanization, such as new ways of thinking about eldercare and schooling, are also evident. Underlying all of these changes in private life is the transformation of private space and the improvement of infrastructure. 
Utilization of public spaces and community life
The expression of urbanization in public spaces builds on the urbanization of private life. Between 2012 and 2014, the public square, which had been ignored by local people for two years, gradually came into use. In autumn 2012, a group of women started to do aerobics in the square and then became a square-dance team, learning popular songs and dances from the Internet. More than thirty women between 20 and 50 years old dance communally on the square every day. 
Before the earthquake, most socializing was done in people’s houses and yards. Neighbors gathered to take a walk or chat after supper. After reconstruction, due to the change in style of housing, more people choose to go farther away to enjoy fresh air after supper. The stone tables and fitness equipment in the public square provide a good environment for relaxation and conversation. The government and private organizations also use the public square as a venue for performances. Nanba has become a stop for touring performance troupes sponsored by the Mianyang city government. Such performances are welcomed by local residents; hundreds of people come and watch, including people from distant villages. Although the popularity of these events is a sign of the lack of local public entertainment options, by providing larger and more entertaining performances, the creation of the public square has brought a more urbanized lifestyle to Nanba.
Along with the growing use of new public spaces, the public domain has been strengthened by the appearance of a Nanba residents organization. Early in 2013, a retired official from Nanba established an association for the elderly, recruiting other public service retirees as members. The association’s founder had become bored with life after retirement and wanted to organize a group of like-minded people to gather and play chess. By the end of my second field stay in Nanba in 2014, this organization had attracted twenty-seven male retirees. The activities of the association expanded over time. One member took charge of the restoration of the local temple, and the association helped him raise funds for the work. In 2014 the association hosted a painting and calligraphy exhibition. Such spontaneous public associational activities are an important indicator of an urban lifestyle.
The urbanization of individual lifestyles has increased the utilization of public space, showing how urbanization among the people developed from the individual to the group. In Nanba, the government’s planning provided fine spaces for public events, but no guidance was given as to the formation of public spirit. As life for the residents regained some normality, they began to make use of the infrastructure in public spaces to enrich their lives and to organize community activities themselves. Although the development of community organizations is still in the early stages and the use of public space and infrastructure is not optimized, it is undeniable that in regard to the public domain the urbanization process has begun in Nanba. 
Changes of livelihood strategy
Whereas adjustments in private lifestyle and participation in community life reflect the urbanization of the people, changes in livelihood strategy may be considered the deep motivation of urbanization. In Nanba, the government considered industrialization as a key part of reconstruction and intended that more people would be employed in this sector. As noted above, this plan has not gone well. However, the livelihood strategies of local residents have changed anyway.
Agricultural income as a percentage of household income has further declined; almost no one in Nanba relies primarily on the land. There are two main reasons for this. First, the amount of arable land has declined due to land expropriations during and after reconstruction. During reconstruction, planners expanded the township, and then after reconstruction the township government expanded its boundaries by another one-third. The arable land of five villages surrounding the old township seat was completely expropriated. Almost 2,000 villagers were newly registered as urban households and forced to change their livelihood strategy. Second, the large increase in the cost of living after reconstruction, combined with the fact that most families took out loans for house construction, has rendered agricultural income insufficient to pay for household expenses. Families with urban household registration commonly adopted three types of livelihood strategies after the disaster: doing odd jobs, running shops in town, and working in factories in the industrial zone.
Although the reconstruction plans to industrialize Nanba have fallen short of expectations, local residents still pay close attention to the government’s industrial restructuring as they try to shift their livelihood strategy. One of my informants remarked: “take your direction from the policies and you will get rich.” Many people responded to the government’s intention to develop tourism in Nanba and turned their homes into family hotels. Although the boom in hotels passed in 2012, there are still seventeen family hotels in town. As noted above, tourism has not increased much after the disaster, so these family hotels did not have much income. The owners therefore transformed their hotels into teahouses, providing mahjong tables and lunch. 
Nanba residents have also kept an eye on the government’s industrial area planning. Those who lost their lands due to the construction of the industry zone have priority for employment in the zone’s manganese factory and timber mill. On the commercial side, the earthquake has brought business opportunities to the town. Building materials were in demand for reconstruction work, and the stationing of aid teams in the town brought many business opportunities. Clothing stores, hardware stores, furniture stores, and restaurants emerged in the years after the earthquake.
Before the earthquake, some Nanba residents worked as migrant laborers in other parts of the country. They all came back to support the reconstruction work between 2008 and 2011, and their rich experience has benefited the community. After 2011, with the reconstruction of Nanba almost complete, most of these migrant workers returned to the city. In addition, many others with no prior experience as migrant workers also began to go out for jobs. According to population registers in Houping, this village has 382 residents; fewer than 30 people worked outside the village as migrant workers before the earthquake. In 2014, the number of migrant workers in this village increased to 195, and in almost every family one or two people have gone out to work as migrant labor. Three main factors caused the large outflow of migrant workers. First, the efficient and rapid reconstruction created a Nanba that looks brand-new, but the creation of job opportunities did not keep pace. Most employment in Nanba consists of odd jobs. Second, those who were migrant workers before the earthquake had all become accustomed to city life and do not want to stay at home. Third, almost all families obtained loans in order to build their new houses and need to pay off the remaining debt. Working as a migrant laborer promises a higher income than can be earned locally.
In sum, in comparison to the government’s expectations for urbanization, urbanization of the people is a complex, slow process with multiple dimensions. 
How can a city that “falls from the sky” be sustainable?
In Nanba, we see a well planned and highly urbanized small town. However, time spent in fieldwork has shown us that people’s thinking and the town’s actual development do not always match the government plan. Government-dominated urbanization does not produce the outcome expected by the government. At the planning and implementation stages of Nanba’s post-disaster reconstruction, the urgency of construction tasks meant that local residents had to accept everything happening on their land passively. However, such “passivity” is not entirely negative. We find that local people were satisfied with the living environment constructed after the earthquake. The state-dominated urbanization process is full of “suddenness,” in contrast to a “natural” process of social development. For local society, the completion of post-disaster reconstruction signified the resumption of residents’ normal daily lives. It is then that urbanization began to take effect. A city may fall from the sky, but changes in people’s mentality and regional development have to take place step by step. Seeing life in Nanba today, we are reminded of the statement at the beginning of this article. However, can an earthquake truly move a place forward fifty years?

References:
Erikson, Kai T. 1976. Everything in Its Path: Destruction of Community in the Buffalo Creek Flood. New York: Simon and Schuster.
Miyamoto, Koihi. 2008. “Evolutions and Problems of Victims’ Life Reconstruction.” Capital Economics and Business 4: 12-18.
Oliver-Smith, Anthony. 1996. “Anthropological Research on Hazards and Disasters.” Annual Review of Anthropology 25: 303-328.
Platt, Rutherford H. 1999. Disasters and Democracy: The Politics of Extreme Natural Events. Washington, D.C.: Island Press. 
Shkilnyk, Anastasia M. 1985. A Poison Stronger Than Love: The Destruction of an Ojibwa Community. New Haven: Yale University Press. 
Wang Ying. 2005. Urban Sociology. Shanghai: Shanghai Sanlian Bookstore.
Will, Pierre-Etienne. 1980 [2003]. Bureaucratie et Famine en Chine au XVIIIe Siècle, Translated by Xu Jianqing. Nanjing: Jiangsu People’s Publishing House.
Zhou Daming and Guo Zhenglin. 1996. “A Discussion of Chinese Urbanization.” Social Science Front 5:100-108. 
